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combined elements in Irish politics would fly asunder and
recombine according to their proper nature with results
entirely satisfactory to real Protestantism.

The Nature of Political Hatred.

Just reconsider the Home Rule question in the light of
that very English characteristic of the Irish people, their
political hatred of priests. Do not be distracted by the
shriek of indignant denial from the Catholic papers and
from those who have witnessed the charming relations be-
tween the Irish peasantry and their spiritual fathers. I am
perfectly aware that the Irish love their priests as devotedly
as the French loved them before the Revolution or as the
Italians loved them before they imprisoned the Pope in the
Vatican. They love their landlords too : many an Irish
gentleman has found in his nurse a foster-mother more in-
terested in him than his actual mother. They love the
English, as every Englishman who travels in Ireland can
testify. Please do not suppose that I speak satirically : the
world is full of authentic examples of the concurrence of
human kindliness with political rancor. Slaves and school-
boys often love their masters; Napoleon and his soldiers
made desperate efforts to save from drowning the Russian
soldiers under whom they had broken the ice with their
cannon; even the relations between nonconformist peasants
and country parsons in England are not invariably unkindly;
in the southern States of America planters are often tradi-
tionally fond of negroes and kind to them, with substantial
returns in humble affection ; soldiers and sailors often
admire and cheer their officers sincerely and heartily; no-
where is actual personal intercourse found compatible for
long with the intolerable friction of hatred and malice. (.
But people who persist in pleading these amiabilities as
political factors must be summarily bundled out of the
room when questions of State are to be discussed. Just
as an Irishman may have English friends whom he may